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MTDS Overview 
The Siracom Meru Technical Demon-

stration Suite (MTDS) is available to 

help resellers demonstrate the power of 

the Meru solution in Education, Enter-

prise and Service Provider markets, by 

providing the wireless infrastructure, 

management and devices to run multi-

ple simultaneous connections for data, 

voice, video and multimedia applica-

tions over a Meru wireless network. 

The MTDS uses the latest Meru con-

trollers and access points to create an 

802.11a/bg/n network, and makes 

available the entire Meru management 

suite to help highlight the management 

leadership that Meru now enjoys with 

its new release of the EZ-RF. It also 

enables the demonstration of Meru 

wireless security products such as RF 

Barrier, and provides wireless laptops, 

phones and video conference handsets. 

MTDS Concept 
The MTDS was initially conceived as a demonstration and proof of con-

cept facility for the burgeoning education market place. This is reflected 

in its ability to behave like a classroom full of 30 students with note-

books, all logging on to their roaming profiles at the same time. However 

it also became clear that the MTDS specification had great potential as a 

demonstration suite for other vertical markets, including Service Provid-

ers, Enterprise, and Advanced Wi-Fi Applications, and we describe 

briefly, below how the MTDS applies to these markets. TECHNICAL DEMONSTRATION SUITE 

MTDS for Education 
Probably the biggest single headache in the deploy-

ment of wi-fi applications in schools, and Meruôs 

key advantage is the need to log-on a classroom full 

of Laptops or Netbooks. There are other issues re-

garding the mass simultaneous delivery of multi 

media learning resources, but for right now, it is the 

multiple simultaneous log-ons which are the main 

problem, and Meruôs main opportunity.  

At the MTDS Siracom has a notebook trolley with 

30 Asus EEE-PC-1005s running windows XP and 

802.11n. It also has a Microsoft server / domain 

controller available to push roaming profiles and 

serve applications including the ability to stream 

video.(Actually Siracom does NOT have 30  
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students, so we are dependent on the dexterity of our 

engineers to enter user names and passwords as quickly 

as possible to simulate the effect of 30 students.)  The 

Meru network is attached to a Meru Management Ap-

pliance, so we can show in real time what is happening 

over the air as all the notebooks contend for the airtime 

to log in, and show how Meru's Air Traffic control 

manages the airtime fairness to eliminate the log in 

problems. 

 

The Meru Management Appliance will also give educa-

tional prospects the opportunity to see: 

¶ What effect on their wi-fi network (and therefore 

their students' user experience) streaming video con-

tent will have.  

¶ What will 802.11n look like as a user experience?  

¶ How is a mixed 802.11n and 802.11b/g network 

handled? 

¶ Should you run 2.4 GHz, 5 GHz or both?  

 

Siracom can reproduce these circumstances with a 

population of 30 clients,  and give both a qualitative 

result i.e. what did it look like, and a scientific result 

i.e. what did the management appliance tell us was hap-

pening. 

MTDS for Service Providers 
In any market where the deployments are characterised 

by a widely dispersed physical estate, e.g. hotel groups, 

pubs, hospitality, leisure, hot spots the ability to man-

age and troubleshoot the remote locations is paramount.  

With Meru's new Network management Appliance, 

which is installed in the MTDS at Siracom, network 

management and troubleshooting are taken to a new 

level. Of course the Service Provider will expect a man-

agement system to have performance dashboards and 

drill downs, and the Meru system is fully featured in all 

those respects.  

Where it breaks new ground and adds real value to the 

Service Provider world is in two special features. 

Firstly it lets you "replay" the network; for the Service 

Provider the worst wi-fi support call is the one which 

says "our wi-fi was performing poorly....yesterday af-

ternoon", but you can't see a problem with it today.   

The Meru Network Management Appliance let's you 

replay the network state as it was at that time, including 

heatmaps. Secondly, Intelligent Inferences will em-

power you to predict when a problem is developing so  

that you can schedule remedial work to fix the problem 

before it becomes a  failure and a threat to your SLA. 

Network replay and Intelligent Inferences are both view-

able at the MTDS, or remotely by web browser, or i-

phone application accessing the Appliance in the MTDS. 

MTDS for Enterprise Voice 
Data and Video Conferencing 

 
Of course all the features described for education and for 

Service Providers also have their value inside the Enter-

prise wireless LAN. In addition we have added Perimeter 

protection with Meru's RF Barrier feature. This com-

pletely secures a building from any external radio fre-

quency penetration, and also prevents any leakage of 

intelligible radio frequency signals from the inside of the 

building going outwards. The Enterprise building be-

comes a sealed unit from a wi-fi perspective. Siracom 

has built an RF Barrier around the MTDS. 

 
MTDS for Advanced Wi-Fi  
Applications 
 

Voice, video, video conferencing; all are built into the 

MTDS and available for trial, demonstration and proof 

of concept. And of course all are visible to the Network 

Management Appliance, so that the visitor can get the 

perceived experience of using them, and the measured 

experience of the Management Appliance for detailed 

examination of their operation. 

 
Eligibility/How to use 
 

Easy.   

 

Be a Meru partner, be a Siracom partner.  

 

Contact your Siracom account manager for details, or if 

you are new to Siracom ring 01256 347460 and ask for 

sales.  

Unit T The Loddon Business Centre, Roentgen Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire. RG24 8NG 

Tel:01256 844259. Web: www.siracom.com 


